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REPORT. 


Whole amount of taxes. committed to the ollector 


for 1864, was | $7,891.26 
The Collector has discharged himself. as follows: 
Paid Town Treasurer, cash and abatements, 1,629.94 
Amount due from collector, $261.32 
Whole amount of money, abatements, Xc., received 
by the Treasurer, from March 1, 1864, to March 
1, 1865, . $39,886.37 
Amount of payments by the Treasurer for the 
same time as above, 38,856.19 
Balance remaining in Treasurer’s hand, $1,030.18 
1863. Receipts. 
Mar. 14. Received of Treasurer for 1863, $662.89 
‘22, of State Treasurer, first instal- 3 
ment of U. S. bounties for 
19 soldiers, 1,178.00 
rayi29. on note to W. Day, 12th inst., 200.00 
‘9029. on note to J. H. Pettingill, —~ 100.00 
‘YH 29. on note to H. J. Morrill, - 100.00 
April 13 of State Treasurer, 1st instal- 
ment of U. 8. Bounty for 
one soldier, 62.00 
Sin 4. on note to J. F. Colby, 300.00 
“14. on note to P. B. Pearsons, 100.00 
‘HoHW1. on note. to Mary P. Ames, 190.00 
£4) BQ. on note to John McClure, 200.00 
PY, 22, on note to A. C. Chadwick, 250.00 
HOODS, on note to J. C. Flanders, 100.00 
‘¢. B0. on note to A. H. Greene, — 100.00 
May 11. on note to David Hannaford, 210.00 
‘CBO. on note to P. C. Eastman, 100.00 
June 9 of Ira Sweat, on his collection of 
taxes of 1864, 155.00 
tana of Ira Sweat, for his collection of 
taxes of 18064, 100.00 
66 128. of State Treasurer, literary fund, 96.32 
RT; of Ira Sweat, on his collection of 3 
taxes of 1864, 200.00 
¢ 98. 73 66 66 66 450.00 


June 


4 


30. Rece’d of Ira Sweat, on his collection of 
taxes for 1864, 


590.00 


30. Us rf ‘© taxes of 1863, 200.00 
ds ff és “1864, 200.00 
9, ce 66 66 66 66 900.00 

14. on note to Ephraim Plummer, 500.00 

14. ¥ Walter EH. Sweat, 50.00 

16. RS James V. Smith, 107.00 

18. of Ira Sweat,on his collectionof 

taxes for 1864, 100.00 

19. on note to Nancy M. Foster, 200.00 

ad, George W. Pritchard, 100.00 

19. “i Jeremiah Rolfe, 200.00 

19. ; Leavitt C. Whitney, 250.00 

ASP t John A. McClure, 300.00 

20. rt Elisha R. Hoyt, 1,000.00 

23. 33 Joseph Smith, 2,000.00 

23. ft James M. Wiggin, 400.00 

25. 4 Alfred Bullock, 400.00 

25. s§ Joseph B. Holt, 100.00 

25. er Charles J. Ellsworth, 200.00 

27. € Francis H. Morse, 100.00 

27. 7% Sarah Pillsbury, 800.00 

29. + I. Newton Sawyer, 1,000.00 

29. + Isaac K. Gage, 1,000.00 

30. 4 Enoch Gerrish, 1,000.00 
2. e Henry H. Amsden, 1,000.00 
4, of Ira Sweat, on his collection of 

taxes for 1864, 285.08 
9. on note to Peter Gahagan, 150.00 

11. ‘© ~~ Asa McFarland, 300.00 

11. *¢ George W. Atkinson, 300.00 

12. si Be Adaline Gerald, 100.00 

22. of Van Amburgh & Co., for license, 80.00 

28. on note to Royal Choate, 200.00 

12. on note to George W. Day, 100.00 

12. of State Treasurer,2d instalment 

of U. S. bounty for 13 soldiers, 520.00 

15. on note to Sylvanus Danforth, 400.00 

27. “ John A. McClure, 100.00 
6. of Ira Sweat, on his collection of 

taxes for 1864, 1,083.98 

8. on note to Betsey Baker, 100.00 
12. of Ira Sweat, on his collection of 

taxes for 1864, 185.00 


5 


Rece’d of Ira Sweat, on his collection of 


taxes for 1864, 

on note to M. G. Cogswell, 

of Ira Sweat, on his collection of 
taxes for 1864, 

66 66 66 66 

on note to W. EH. Sweat, 

of Ira Sweat, on his collection of 
ae for L864, 


66 


on note to Royal Choate, 


~ 


23.84 


1,047.29 


295.00 
020.00 
50.00 


286.00 
120.00 
120.00 


Merrimack Co. Bank, 3,938.00 


" Samuel Choate, 

ef Hannah Choate, 

ok Charles J. Ellsworth, 
John P. Hubbard, 


50.00 
75.00 
125.00 


1,200.00 


of Ira Sweat, on collection of 1864, 276.13 


on note to Healy Morse, 
of State Treasurer, reimburse- 
ment of State aid, 
of Ira Sweat, on collection of 
taxes for 1864, 
on note to Herman J. Tenney, 
r Harriet L. Tenney, 
” John McClure, 
i Samuel Choate, 


on note to Samuel Ellsworth, 
f Ira Sweat, on collection of 
taxes for 1864, 
ee 66 66 66 
66 6¢ 6é 66 


on note to John M. Bean, 
‘¢ Samuel Marden, 
of Ira Sweat, on collection of 
taxes for 1864, 
on note to W. E. Sweat, 
of Ira Sweat, on collection of 
taxes for 1864, 
of Ira Sweat, on collection of 
taxes for 1864, 
on note to 8. T. Gilford, 
«Sally Elliot, 


400.00 


2,577.45 


350.00 
100.00 
125.00 
300.00 
400.00 


125.00 


200.00 
120.00 
200.00 
100.00 
272.30 


150.00 
50.00 


~ 120.00 


130.00 
125.00 
500.00 


for assignments of State bounties, 2,475.00 


of Ira Sweat, on collection of 
taxes for 1864, 


125.00 


ead, 
ae 
23. 


27. 
28. 


28. 
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Ree’d on note to S. M. Emery, 200.00 
on note to Enoch Gerald, 200.00 
of County Treasurer, for sup- 

port of county paupers, (462.54 
on note 'to 8. GC. Evans, 69.00 
of Ira Sweat, on collection of 
taxes for 1863, 12.64 
of Ira Sweat, on collection of 
taxes for 1864, 1,365.96 
$39,886.37 
EXPENDITURES. 
Miscellaneous Bills. 
Paid J. W. Roby, for digging graves, $1.50 
McFarland & Jenks, for reports, 41.65 
K. Gitchell, for digging grave, 1.00 
Ira 8. Towle, for settees and chairs for 
Town Hall, 107.00 
J. W. Whittier, for mending engine, 8.15 

Gage, Porter & Co., for new hose, 83.37 

T. J. Newcomb, for clothes-wringer, 8.00 

C. Smith & Co., for nails, &e., , Lil 

William P. Abbott, for digging grave, 1.50 

A. G. Kimball, for digging grave, 2.00 

E. Little, for cash paid for land sold for 

taxes by error, 6.88 
A. G. Howe, for painting settees, 12.54 
S. A. Ambrose, selectmen’s expenses, 5.25 


C. & J. C. Gage, for boards for Poor-House, 5.08 


Daniel Carter, for digging graves, 6.00 
Gitchell, for digging graves, 1:25 
G. Knowles, for shingles for Poor-Farm, 6.87 
J. V. Smith, for notifying town-officers, 6.00 
Taxes on land in Webster, 1.34 
for fire-proof safe, 150.00 
McFarland & Jenks, for check-list, ‘ 7,00 
Jona. Tenney, Jr., for water trough, and 

expenses on school reports, 4.98 
Geo. Jackman, damage by dog to sheep, 6.60 
G. F. Sanborn, for hauling safe, 5.00 


N. Butler, cash paid out for various purposes, 6.73 


1864. 


April 6. 
June 21. 


1864. 


7 


Ira Sweat, lost.on bad money, 4.00 
H. Bonney, selectmen’s expenses, 6.50 
Geo. Knowles, for repairs and fixtures for | 
Town Hall, 11.45 
oll $509.25 
Roads and Bridges. 
Paid P. M. Chadwick, for plank, $3.45 
E. C. Morse, for work on stone for sewer 
at Plain, 10.00 
Moses Sargent, do. do., 3.00 
Peter Coffin, for, plank, 4.80 


J. Pinkerton, for plank and timber, 23.69 
P. M. Chadwick, for plank, and damage to 


plow, 3.80 
N. Watson, for plank, 2.85 
H. H. & J. 8. Brown, for plank, 1.08 
Wm. H. Gage, for poles for railing, 9.00 
Amos Webber, for hauling stone and iron ) 

work for sewer at: Plain, 72.66 
David Fellows, for work on sewer, 8.59 
C. & J. C. Gage, for plank and post, © 14,74 
A. C. Flint, for cover stones for sewer at 

Plain, | 14.16 
B. Atkinson, and others, for breaking out ; 

roads, 17.73 
Gage, Porter & Co., for spikes, | 3.12 
Nathan Colby, for: posts, 2.50 

$255.13 


Nonresident Highway Taxes worked out. 


Dec. 1. Paid Ira Sweat, nonresident highway taxes 


1865. 


worked out.as follows: 
Hiram Simpson, | 50 


Joseph Barnard, 21.50 
Dana W. Pratt, 2.50 
Gilman Moores, 1.63 
Feb. 28. Paid Ira Sweat as follows: 
C. & D. Smith, 1.63 
G. W. Wadleigh, 50 
- Nathaniel White, ° 1.50 


$29.76 


8 
Payments on LVotes. 


Paid Merrimack County Bank, on note, 
Betsey P. J ohnson, on note, 
M. G. Chandler, in full of note, 
Merrimack County Bank, on note, 
KS . ‘interest, 

Sarah G. Smith, interest on note, 
John Patrick, amount on note, 
Samuel Marden, interest on note, 
Sarah G. Smith, amount due on note, 
Betsey P. Johnson, on note, 
Maria A. Moody, on note, 
J. D. Sleeper, interest on note, 
Betsey P. Johnson, on note, 
George Knowles, on note, 
C. M. Smith, interest on note, 
M. G. Cogswell, amount on note, 
S. E. Danforth, on note, 

66 66 66 

66 66 66 


Ephraim Plummer, on note, 


Merrimack County Bank, interest on note, 


John McClure, amount on note, 

J. B. Gage, on note, 

Ephraim Plummer, balance on note, 
David Hanaford, amount of two notes, 


M. A. Moody, interest on note, ° 

P. C. Eastman, amount on note, 

C. M. Smith, 7 

H. H. Atnsden} “ as 

J. B. Gage, on note, 

Merrimack County Bank, on note, 

P. B. Pearson, on note, 

J. P. Hubbard, amount of two notes, 
J. M. Wiggin, on note, 

Judith G. Coffin, amount on note, 


Schools and School Houses. 


$1000.00 


36.42 
54.85 
500.00 
50.41 
74.16 
101.65 
13.10 
332.81 
100.00 
500.00 
60.00 
100.00 
500.00 
53.85 
1047.29 
40.00 
60.00 
10.00 
300.00 
15.00 
306.00 
25.00 
229.65 
435.89 


55.50 
103.80 
507.50 

1029.17 

50.00 


$10,956.51 


Paid M. G. Dustin, Prad. Com., Dist. No. 2, 35.00 


Wm. B. Burpee, ~ * 


No. 3° 22.00 


July 28. Luke Eastman, Prud. Com., Dist. No. 7, 125.00 
‘© 29. Enoch Gerrish, No. 4, 40.00 
Aug. 6. Isaiah H. Arey, a “No. 8, 56.00 
12. =A. G. Kimball, ss No. 6, 25.00 
e299.” D. A. Gerrish, ne No. 5, 50.00 
Sept. 138. A. G. Kimball, as “No. 6, 20.00 
6 27. D. D. Webster, - ti “No. 1, 83.00 
Oct. 29. D. A. Gerrish, 2s “No. 5, 42.40 
Nov. 9. Wm. B. Burpee, ” No. 8, 25.88 
«¢ 22. N. Watson, school house tax in District No. 
8, for 1864, 125.00 
Dec. 21. M. G. Dustin, Prud. Com., Dist. No. 2, 30.58 
1865. : 
Jan. 18. Enoch Gerrish, - Oe NOs, Fe 58.57 
Feb. 6. Isaiah H. Arey, 4. ‘fn NOt, 92.08 
‘o. 9. D. D. Webster, sy oe LN OY ke 118.43 
‘¢ =~ 9. Luke Eastman, his ee NOte de 232.66 
eo-10, "A. G. Kimball, “ se NOs 0, 43.50 
$1225.00 
Aid to Soldiers’ Families. 
1864. 
April 4. Paid N. Butler, Committee, $140.00 
May 2. 172.50 
June 6. “s 7 195.00 
July 4. a hy 220.00 
Aug. 1. vi i 195.00 
Sept. 5. os 35 200.00 
Oct. 8. ch ds 191.00 
Nov. 7. é ws 135.00 
Dec. 5. sh os 175.00 
1865. 
Jan. 2. ¢ _ 135.00 
Feb. 6. ke a 140.00 
Feb. 28. a 160.00 
$2058.50 
, Bounties to Soldiers. 
1864. 
Mar. 14. Paid Wilson Day, bounty, $100.00 
“14. George Day, 100.00 
“ 14. J.H. Pettingill, + 100.00 
“ 14. H. J. Morrill, oi 100.00 
April 2. Wm. Brannan, " . 100.00 
U2 4. James W. Bent, ** . 100.00 


9 


4 20; 
4. 28, 
1 28} 
So 28) 
“5 28, 
« 380. 
fa B04 


Bounties and Hxpenses for Volunteers under call 
July, 1864: 


10 


. _John H. Brown, bounty, 
9. Josiah H. Flanders, ‘ 


Fred. P. Stone, z 
John Meagher, ¥ 
Samuel Chandler, ‘ 
Peter Howarth, 1: 
James Hatton, fe 
William Meagher, ‘“ 
Augustus H. Greene, “‘ 


For Thomas Collins, 
William Hogan, 
John Dunn, 


Premium for $1000 Government money, 


-Thomas Hughes, 
John Cullen, 
Thomas Hogan, 
Wm. Burns, 

Daniel Dorr, 
Samuel A. Kidder, 
Joseph Hackett, 
Geo. Hinkley, 
Francis Brown, 
Lewis Conner, 
Charles Franklin, 
Thomas Dunlap, 
John H. Moulton, 
William Alexander, 
George Ryan, 
William McMann, 


A. J. Drew, including State bounty, 
C. Smith, substitute for A. A. Harris, including 


State bounty, 


T. Mace, substitute for E. S. Harris, including 


State bounty, 


100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 


of 


500.00 
500.00 
500.00 

5.00 
525.00 
525.00 
525.00 
525.00 
525.00 
525.00 
550.00 
550.00 
550.00 
550.00 
550.00 
550.00 
575.00 
550.00 
550.00 
550.00 
835.00 


600.00 
600.00 


Town and State Bounties for Volunteers enlisted in ; 
November and December, 1864, and January, 1865. 


For James Jackson, 
John Sweeney, 
B. B. Waterman, 
James Burns, ° 


Frank Walker, ’ 


600.00 
600.00 


600.00 


600.00 
600.00 


Henry Mitchelson, Shad 600.00 
George McLeland, 600.00 
Thomas McDonagh, 600.00 . 
Charles Mastuson, 600.00 
Cornelius Hayes, 320.00 
$19,435.00 
1864. Support of Paupers. 
April 6. Paid Charles Butters, for support of David 
Jackman and wife, | $12.00 
May 14. Samuel Marden, for support of James Howard, 14.238 
June 14. Hy “y by 8.00 
“© 21. J. A. Coburn, for coffin for Mr. Downing, 6.50 
“« 27. T. A. Currie, for medical attendance on James 
7 A. Thornton, 7.50 
July 20. Charles Butters, for support of Daniel Jack- 
man and wife, 12.00 
Aug, 22. J. W. Fifield, for support of George Braley, 19.13 
Sept.18. J. W. Roby, for support of Naomi Roby, 12.00 
Oct. 15. C. Smith & Co., for flour for Mrs. J. H. Marsh, 10.00 
18, John W. Fifield, for support of Geo. Braley, 6.30 
Noy. 2. Luther Gage, for goods for Mrs. Harriet Ste- 


46 GQ. 
P10) 
6) 66 
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vens and family, 63.05 
Luther Gage, for goods for Amasa Ramsdell, 11.88 


David Fellows, for keeping transient paupers, 6.00 
J. W. Roby, for support of Naomi Roby, 13.00 
S. A. Ambrose, for keeping transient men, 92 
J. W. Fulsom, for support of Geo. A. Fulsom, 15.50 
John A. Coburn, for coffins, &c., for deceased 
paupers, 21.50 
C. & J. CO. Gage, for wood for Mrs. A. S. 
Stevens, | 7.00 
John J. Cram, for support of George Braley, 14.13 


George Knowles, for aid to transient persons, 11.00 


L. Gage, for aid to transient persons, 5.00 
L. Gage, for goods for Mrs. Nancy B. Marsh 
and family, 10.00 


L. Gage, for goods for family of J. P. Story, 41.23 


Dr. 8. M. Emery, for professional services to 


paupers, | 9.75 
N.S. Webster, for wood for N. B. Marsh, 1.50 
C. Smith, for goods for do., 10.00 


Town of Salisbury, for burial of Mrs. S. At- 
kinson, . 15.40 


1864. 


Mar. 16. 
April 15. 


Aug. 13. 
Oct. 17. 


1865. 
~ Feb. 28. 


66 66 


1865. 
: Jan. +2: 


Feb. 28. 


12 3 : 


A. G. Kimball, for wood for Mrs. J. P. Story, 3.00 
S. C. Evans, overseer of poor farm, salary to 


April 1, 1864, and interest, 208.80 
N. Butler, cash paid out in pauper eases, 8.99 
S. C. Evans, balance account at poor farm, 55.30 
A. C. Thurston, for support of foundling, 52.00 
KH. G. Wood, for wood for Mrs. Marsh, 5.50 

$698.11 
Abatement of Pazes. 
Paid 8. M. Emery, over tax in 1863, $4.16 
Daniel & A. C. Flint, taxes of 1863, abated 
by vote of town, 24.77 
KE. 8. Morrill, over tax in 1864, 4.97 
Tra Sweat, Collector, abatement on list of taxes 

for 1864, 23.84 
Ditto, on list of taxes for 18638, 12.64 
Ditto, ys ” 1864, 41.41 

$111.79 


Small Pox. 
Paid James Brannan, for taking care of Mr. 


Foss, clothes, Xc., 
John ©. Gage, for bed, bedding, Xc., for pest 


$80.00 


house, in 1863, 20.00 
Joanna Lovering, for work at Mr. Foss’s, 35.00 
$135.00 

Town Officers. 
Paid Peter Coffin, Selectman for 1863-4, $1.00 
Isaiah H. Arey, Town Clerk for 1864-5, 22.39 


N. Butler, for services and expenses as Se- 
lectman, Overseer of the Poor, and Town 
Treasurer, for 1864-5, 

George Knowles, for services and expenses as. 
Selectman and Overseer of the Poor for 


1864-5, 52.25 
Samuel Choate, for ditto, 36.00 
F. C. Morrill, Superimt’g School Committee, 30.00 


N. Butler, for 34 years’ services as agent to 
pay State aid, 
Ira Sweat, collector of taxes for 1864, 


84.00 
43.63 
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Feb. 8. Wm. R. Jewett, Superintending School Com-. 


mittee for District No. 7, for 1864-8, 6.00 
| $448.21 
1864. State and County Taxes. 
Oct. 6. Paid County tax, $883.93 
Dec. 14. State tax, 2,110.00 
/ $2,993.93 
Reeapitulation. | , 

Paid Miscellaneous bills, $509.25 
Roads and bridges, 255.18 
Nonresident highway taxes worked out, 29.76 
Payments on notes, 10,956.51 
Schools and school houses, 1,225.00 
State aid, 2,058.50 
Bounties to soldiers, 19,435.00 
Support of paupers, 698.11 
Abatement of taxes, LU1:79 . 
Small pox, 135.00 
Town officers, 448.21 
State and County taxes, 2,993.93 

$38,856.19 


Total indebtedness of the town, March 1, 1865, $35,514.00 
Due to the town from State railroad tax, $664.26 
Note and interest, 920.40 

Aid to families of soldiers, 1,789.50 

Due from Ira Sweat, Collector for 1864, 261.32 

Balanee in hands of Town Treasurer, 1,080.18 


———— $4,665.66 
Balance against the town, $380,848.34 
N. BUTLER, Selectmen 
GEORGE KNOWLES, of 
SAMUEL CHOATE, Boscawen. 


The undersigned, appointed to audit the accounts of the Select- 
men of Boscawen, for the year 1864-5, reports that he has ex- 
amined said accounts, and find the receipts from March 1, 1864, 
to March 1, 1865, to have been $39,886.37, and the disburse- 
ments to have been $38,856.19, the accounts of which are prop- 
erly vouched and correctly cast, leaving a balance in the hands 


| of the Treasurer of $1,030.18. , 
ISAAC K. GAGE, Auditor. 
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Inventory of Property at Alms House, March 1, 1865. 


STOCK. 
2 oxen, $310.00 | Hay, $291.00 
8 cows, 500.0012 shotes, 40.00 
2 two year olds, 30.00 
2 horses, 100.00 $1071.00 
Farming tools, $73.00 
Household furniture, 128.00 
Grain. 
39 bush. corn, $85.00) 5 bush. meal, $8.00 
6 bush. oats, 6.00 a 
10 bush. barley, 10.00 $109.00 
32 bush. beans, 11.00 
Provisions. 
10 bush. turnips, $3.00|100 lbs. cheese, $25.00 
80 bush. potatoes, 40.00 | 25 Ibs. butter, 10.00 
40 Ibs. dried apple, 6.00 | 80 lbs. lard, 22.00 
20 lbs. sausages, 1.00} 1 Ib. tea, 1.50 
© bbls. cider, 20.00|4 Ibs. sugar, 1.00 
10 gal. vinegar, 2.00/1 gal. molasses, 1.00 
225 Ibs. bacon, 50.00/14. bbh. flour, 19.00 
350 Ibs. pork, 85.00 —— 
125 Ibs. beef, 15.00 $305.50 
2 bbs. apples, 4.90 ] 
Miscellaneous articles, $87.00 — 
1864. Pauper Hstablishment. DR. | 
Mar. 1. To real estate, $2000.00 © 
Personal property, 1409.43 — 
Interest-on property, 204.56 
Agent’s salary to April1, 1865, 235.00 — 
Cash paid to balance account, 55.30 | 
$3904.29 — 
1865. | OR. | 
Mar. 1. By real estate, $2000.00 
Personal property, 1765.50 
0205 weeks’ board, 505.00 4 
Paid for pasturing, 33.00 — $4303.50 
Balance in favor of the farm, 399.21 
N. BUTLER, Overseers 
GEORGE KNOWLES, > of the 
SAMUEL CHOATE, Poor. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


Citizens of Boscawen : 
The Annual Report of your Superintending School Committee is 
hereby respectfully submitted : ) 


You have had during the year eighteen terms of school, taught 
by fifteen teachers. Four of them were residents of Boscawen. 
Though imperfect in some. particulars, our schools have shown a grat- 
fying degree of improvement. The teachers employed have mani- 
fested an interest in their work which could not fail of valuable re- 
sults. 

Owing to depreciation of the currency and tke consequent ad- 
vance of wages, we have had but 179 weeks of school this year, 
against 204 for the year preceding—a decrease of 250 weeks.— 
Should this state of affairs continue, we must either submit to in- 
creased taxation for the support of schools, or impair their efficiency 
by shortening the terms—already reduced to an average of Jess than 
20 weeks to each district, for the entire year. 

While much is being accomplished by our schools in their present 
condition, it is plain that reform in some particulars would give 
them additional value. Among the most prominent evils is want of 
punctuality. It is mentioned here because it must be removed, if at 
all, by the parents. Teachers may advise in this matter, but they 
cannot control. Children will usually assign plausible reasons for 
tardiness, and, in the absence of positive testimony to the contrary, 
teachers will seldom venture upon more than verbal reproof. In 
some schools the first half hour of each session has been well nigh 
wasted from this cause alone. Were parents more fully to appre- 
hend the nature of this difficulty a remedy would be svon applied. 

There has been a lack of uniformity among teachers in the time 
and manner of noting tardiness. By some it has been deferred 
until after the introductory exercises. A record made in this way 
will probably exhibit less than one half the true tardiness of the 
term. 

Some have estimated the absences by a rapid glance over the 
school. Others have taken the only correct course—calling the roll 
of names immediately upon opening school, morning and afternoon. 
Estimates of the comparative tardiness and of the average, and per 
cent of attendance, of different schools, based upon such a variety 
of records, will of necessity be inaccurate and unsatisfactory. 
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Our schools would be further benefitted by a more practical in- 
terest in them on the part of parents and other citizens. Teachers 
can not secure the best results unaided by those who control the pu- 
pils 18 hours out of the 24. There is needed a hearty concert of 
action between parents and teachers, to be secured only through fre- 
quent and friendly consultation. 

In some schools a deficiency of text-books is reported. This is a 
matter for parents to consider. ‘There is little economy in providing 
school-room and teacher, and then defeating their purpose by neg- 
lecting to supply the pupils with suitable books. The evil is not 
found in all our schools, but it is found in some of them, and is 
more serious than is generally supposed. While some pupils do 
not possess the books they profess to study, others have them with 
pages soiled, and leaves partially torn, or entirely gone. The result 
of all this in school is an almost endless amount of borrowing, leav- 
ing of seats, with attendant annoyances, which teachers only can 
fully understand. 

Irregular attendance is another hindrance to success. It is an in- 
jury to the school, to the pupils detained, and a cause of discour- 
agement to the teacher. Many of the absenees are unavoidable ; ; 
but, making due allowance, there still remain a large portion 
without valid excuse. Teachers can not remove the difficulty ; it 
must be done by the parents; and until it is done we shall look in 
vain for schools of the highest efficiency. 

I am sorry to notice a decrease in the number of visits by “ citi- 
zens and others.” This is wrong. Opinions respecting schools 
should not be based upon rumor, nor upon reports brought by the © 
children. The pupil whose misconduct has made him the subject of 
correction, has seldom a good word for his instructor. With the 
best intentions, children have not sufficient maturity of mind, and 
are not, as pupils, in a position correctly to interpret the feelings or 
judge the conduct of the teacher. Parents should therefore suspend 
judgment upon incidents of the school until consultation with the 
teacher, who in most cases will be able to make satisfactory explana-. 
tions. 

To place a just estimate, then, upon the work of our teachers, we 
should learn, from personal observation, the conditions, favorable or 
adverse, under which it is performed. Further suggestions might 
be made, but are perhaps unnecessary, Those already presented, 
though not new, are in my belief highly important. Our schools 
are costly, and the purpose of all should be to secure the best return 
from the expenditure involved. 

In omitting personal criticisms of teachers I have followed the 
example of your committee for the last year, and for similar reasons. 

For a more particular knowledge of the different schools, your at- 
tention is invited to the tables annexed, as exhibiting their condition 
with greater fullness and accuracy than could be done by any further 
observations of mine. 

FRANKLIN ©. Morrity, Sup. School Committee. 

Boscawen, February 28, 1865. © 
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REPORT OF SCHOOLS IN DISTRICT NO. 7. 


The summer schools in this district were taught by Miss Ellen H. 
Abbot and Miss Rebecca H. Rowell, both good and successful teach- 
ers. The appearance of these schcols was creditable to these young 
ladies. They had taught in the district the previous year to the 
full satisfaction of the parents, and it was judicious to secure their 
services again. 

The winter schools were taught by Mr. Charles A. Bunker and 
Miss Rebecca H. Rowell. Miss Rowell had a difficult task to per- 
form—that of managing 64 small children ; but she succeeded admi- 
rably, and the appearance of the scholars was higher praise than any 
which your committee can bestow. 

Mr. Bunker, in the upper school, succeeded ant His method 
of instruction seemed thorough and scholar-like. There was a de- 
cided advance on the part of the pupils, especially among the older 
ones. The district has the materials out of which a first rate school 
might be constructed. 

I regret to say that there has been a diminution, the past year, 
in the number of visitors in the schools. The visitation of schools 
by parents is not only a pleasant indication of interest on their part, 
but is also suited to increase the faithfulness of teachers aud the in- 
terest of scholars. The apathy of many parents, on this point, is 
unnatural and wrong. They send their children to school, and never 
trouble themselves to visit the school-room to ascertain the character 
of the individual to whom they have entrusted the education of their 
children. 

The matter of discipline is of vital importance to a school. If 
there is a place on earth where order should be maintained, it is the 
school-room. Withoutit there can be no real progress. At the first 
visitation of the school, it was very noisy and disorderly. The hub- 
bub was annoying; but a marked improvement was manifested at 
subsequent visits. 

The number of instances of tardiness and absence is a mat- 
ter for thought and regret; 536 cases of tardiness and 119 cases of 
absence in the upper school, in a term of 9 weeks! It must appear 
to every person that such an amount of tardiness and absence 
is ruinously large. Its influence must be evil, and only evil. I 
have no doubt that it could. be remedied, if parents would take the 
interest which they ought to take on this matter. 

I will only add that the number of scholars in the district is so 
large as'to require more than two schools. Something should be 
done. What measure shall be taken, I leave to the judgment of the 
inhabitants of the district. WM. R. JEWETT, 

Sup. Committee for District No. 7. 

Boscawen, February 27, 1865. 
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